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i the Country, 

Attempting a Solution of the 
Scruples & Objections of 
a Confcientious or Religious 
Nature, commonly made 
againft the New Way of 
receiving the Small-Tox. 

By a Minister in Boston. 



Lu^c 6. Q. Then laid Jeftts unto- them , twill ajk yon one 
thin? IS IT L ATI' FULL TO SAVE LIFE, OR 
TO c DESTFOT IT? 

Afts 5. 38, 39. And now I fay unto you , Refrain from 
ihefe Men, and let them alone: for if this counfel,or 
this Tvork.be of Men, it will come to nought : But if it 
be of GOD, ye cannot overthrow it s left haply ye be 
found even to fight againft GOD. 



BOSTO N : Pri nted by S. Kw e e l a n d, fot 
S. Gerrish, at his Shop in Corn-Hill, 
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To my Friend in the Country. 

S I R, 

KWW%7 ME new Method of receiving thq 
■■ Small-Pox by Incifion for Inocu- 
1 t gj \ lation as 'tis commonly call'd ) 
$m$M& has ^ een ' y° u know, tn ^ Subject 




not only of plentiful Dilcourfe; 

but of angry Debate and fierce 
Contention among us in this Town. And it 
is a very unhappy Circumftance attending us 
here, that almoit everything that is now 
dpne or doing among us, if it be at all of a 
publick nature, creates Heats and Animofities. 
1 am in hopes our good People will by and by 
be fenfible of the folly and mifchief of this, 
and come to fuch a Temper 3s will fuffer them 
to differ from one another without being 
angry with one another. In the mean time, 
I hope that the People in other Tgwns where 
— A a ^ ^_ the 



the Diftemper has made its Entrant, will pre- 
■leive a better Temper, it any among them 
fhould pitt this Method into Practice. 

However fcttie amor,** us may appear 
"a^ainit it out of Party and Prejudice, or make 
an Engine of it to ferve Defigns, not friendly 
to the Peace and true Interelt of the Place, 
vet there are many who are Ccnjcientioufly 
averfe to it, 1 believe-, and, if theie prefervc 
the IWak'u-fsofWifdcm, they are fas a very 
Reverend Pet f on has lately faid of them) 
greatly to be commended and honoui'd in 
that they will not aft againit a. doubting 

Confcience. ; 

I perceive that the Scruples and Objections 
commonly offer'd by People here, have iuc'a 
a force upon vour Mind, as keeps you from 
coins iri*G this Method which may be your 
Safety and Prefervition. Now friendfhifj 
(the Offices or' which thould be facredly re- 
garded by usj obliges me to attempt to re- 
lieve and help you, in a Matter wherein 
your ttf'e, fo precious in it felt, and deferv- 
fe&ly dear to me, is lo much concerned. 

For Satisfaction about the Safety of this 
Method in an ordinary w-iy of Providence, 
together with the Eafmcfs of it, I refer you 
ioxhzObfervationsonit made and publifh'd 
by the Reverend Mr. Colman •, of the greateft 
part of which Matters of Fa& by him related, 
I have my felf been an Eye witnefo 

* * "D TT T* 
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But that which you want Satisfaction 
about is, the Scruples and Objections of a 
Confcientwus or Religious Nature, which are 
commonly offer'd by People againit this 
Method. Thele, I mall endeavour toanfw.er 
and refolve, as I am able, in a few words - 9 
and if they afford you any" Light or Satis- 
faction reflecting the fame, you may com- 
municate them to whom you pleafe 5 and 
if it mould be tho't worth while to make, 
them public, I tji ink none can cenfiire me 
for itarting out of my Line, or medling with 
what is none of my Bufinefs, fince the thing 
] am now upon relates to Religion ani 
Confcience. 

One great thing prg'd againit this Practice 
is, That it is not hmjulfor ?ne to make my felf 
fick when lam well: Or voluntarily to bring a 
Dijlcmpcr upon my felf. To bring Sicknefs 
frpon ones felf for its own fake, is" what no 
Man in his right wits would do. But to make 
my felf Sick in fuck a way, as may probably 
fervc my Health, and fave my Life, and with 
fuch a Defrgn is certaiuly fitting and Reafona- 
ble,and therefore lawful. This is every day 
practis'd among People without any Scruple,, 
in Purges and Vomits, and other things in 
Medical Ufe. Now, if I may lawfully make 
rny felf Sick by taking femerhing. in at my 
Mouth why not by putting fomethiae. in at 
r-^c-Tv- 0r ' ifI ^y lawfully make my 
lelt Sick for, one day, why not for two days, 

or. 
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or more, as the Cafe m:iy require > Aye, 
but this is to bring a Diftemper upon rny felt. 
I think it can bar.l/y be dalfd bringing it upon 
my felf, when the Cafe is fo with me, ( not 
having had the Diftemper, and living m an 
infected Air; that 1 can't but ex peel: to 
undergo it in a very little time. 1 know 
indeed GOD can preferve me from the In- 
fection, but when my Neighbours all round 
me are vifited, I know of no Warrant that any 
£articularPerfon hastoexpeS an extraordinary 
Prcfervation. He that has no reafon to think, 
but that he is as liable to the Small-Fox as other 
people are, and yet keeps in the Way of it, 
expetling that God will preferve bim untouched, 
however fome may give it the Name of Truft 
and Faith,and the like, I cannot but look upon 
it and call it Frefumption. In fhort, I can't 
but think, when I am in fuch Circumitances, 
that I cannot rationally nor warrantably expert. 
toefcape the Diftemper, it \sthm lawful for* 
me to bring upon my felf a lejjer Degree of it, 
to prevent a greater. Ill put the Cafe thus, 
If I have not had the Small- Pox, it is to be fup- 
pofed, there is in my body, what I'll call the 
Fuel of that Diftemper, and there only wants 
the lighting of a Spark to fet this Fuel o n 
burning. The Air I breath in is full of thefe 
Sparks -, and I may expect every Breath I fetch 
to draw fome of them in : If now it appears 
upon daily Experience, that mahing an In- 
cifion in mv Arm, and letting the Spark in that 
way, the Fuel will burn with -lei's fiercenefs 

and 



and confequently danger -, why may'nt I take 
it in that way ? Why muft I needs ftay till 
it come in at my Mouth or Noftrils, or thro* 
fome of the porous Parts of my body ? For 
my part, I think the Law of Se/f-Prefervation, 
which is GOD's Law, requires me to take this 
Method of Safety, whereby (to ufe the apt 
Words of another J the Difeafe is, thro' GOD's 
common Blefling, happily converted into at 
Remedy, 

WHAT then, will you not voa'it GOD y s Time 
for it ?■ They ask. I think then is the Time 
Providence calls me to this Method of Safety, 
when I am* in imminent and immediate danger 
of the Diltemper the other way. ' Should 
any one go into the Ppttice of Inoculation, 
out of a fancy or Brdfado, without his being 
in known hazard of the Diftemper by the 
common way of Infection, I fhould not think 
k warrantable. But then is GOps time for 
us to ufe means of Safety, when we are in 
apparent danger of any deadly or deftru&ive 
Evil. 

But then, 'tis ask'd again, What can't you 
miflGOD< — Muppofe every body will allow 
that the Ufe of Means is not inconilftent with 
Trult in GOD -, and why there can't be Truft 
in GOD in the Ufe oi this means, as well as 
other, I cai rnt imagine. Why, it is a going 
from GOD to Man, ibme fay. What then, 
can't we make Uie of Men and Means in a time 
of danger without going from GQD > If any, 
A 4 Hk§ 



like A/a, look to the Pby/ician, and not to t<c 
LORD, they are very irreligious and profa le 
therein. But if any do principally and in the' 
firft place feek to GOD, rrvay rhey not then 
innocently and lawfully make ufe off. the bcft 
humane help the Providence of GOD affords 
them ? I mull profefs and declare'on the part 
of many of the Inoculated, that they and 
•their Friends concern'd in them, have gone 
into the Practice with many Prayers to GOD, 
and other fuitable exprelfions of Truft anil 
'^devotion. 

, But Itill fome fay, this Praclife looks to 
them like taking God's Work out of His 

hand !_ Indeed this Diltemper can arrelt | 

none without a Cammifiion from God. 
.But yet . it is not ^pflicted by God's im- 
mediate band \ we receive it in a natural zoay, 
and by means offecond Caufes :, and this we do 
in the Way of Inoculation, as V/ell as of common i 
Infection. If we have the Small Pox in either ' 
of rhefe ways, it is ttill the Work of God : 
For all fecond Caufes depend on and aft under 
Him the firft Caufe. And, the Application of 
j\leans natural for this or that End, is it not an 
Application to the God of nature > If God docs 
not co-operate by His actual Providence can the 
EfFecT: be produc'd ? For, who is he th.it fait&> 
<ind it cometh tofafi, when the Lord con/wax 
it not ? What is there of the hand or pom 
Man in this Work, afrer the Incifion is made 
and the matter apply'd ? The ifo? 



flit/ lejt with Gad, and we muft wait upon Him 
■for His actual Influence and Blefling, even as 
the Husbandman does for the Rain and Shines 
of Heaven, after the Seed is thrown into the 
Earth. 

But the Small Fox is a Judgment of God, 
Jem to punift) and bumble us for our. bins , and 
what fhall uc fo evade it, and think to turn it a- 
vsayfrom us £ I fully agree to it, that it is a 
fore Jugdment of God upon us for our Sins, 
which we have much deferv'd : And it is 
greatly to be lamented that it has no better 

Effect upon the hearts of Men But 

is itUnlawful toufe means for ourPrefervation 
from a delblating Judgment ? Ejpecia/ly, if at 
the very time that God fends tlie Judgment, 
He fhews us a way to efcape the Extremity 
and Deftrucf ion at lealt, if not the Touch of 
it. If a gracious God fhews us fo much Mer- 
cy as this under the Judgment, does it become 
vs to put it avcay from our Jelves, or rather 
fhould we not accept it with Adoring Ibanh- 
julnefi ? If this Town was to fuffer an i/.- 
uvdation, that would be a more terrible Judg- 
ment than this, and we fhould look upon it 
too as a righteous Punifhment for our Sins -, 
vet would any refufe {p make ufe of a Boat, 
pK a Flank that might providentially come in his 
11 7, thinking that to do it would be a ciimi- 
1 F.vading the Judgment ? I tmm not % 
But, ibme have iaid to me, This Method. 
is io tale (jt the j ears oj ibis "Di Jit viper jr out 
the Munis <j. jtoj'ff.j *tid who knot* s oj what 

Spiritual 
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Spiritual Advantage tbefe fears might be to tlxmf 
In Anlwer to it 1 ask them, Whether GOD 
cannot nuke the Mercy of their Prefervation 
and Recovery in this Way of Spiritual Advan- 
tage to them alfo, and by that lead them to 
Repentance ? And, I truly hope, the Salva- 
tion of GOD beltow'd upon fome in this way, 
as well as the other, will have a gracious 
fancfifying Effecf upon them, under the 
powerful working of the Spirit of Grace. I 
was glad to fee the ferious Frames fame of 
them were in at the very time, how much 
affected they feem'd to be with the favour of 
GOD to them ^ what a good Profelfion of 
holy Refolution, fome of them made. And I 
would take this Opportunity to call upon 
them from GOD to remember the fame, and 
to be daily per] arming their Vows. 

Som e Object a ga i n ft the Frail ice • beca u fe of 
the Unhappy Consequent of it among us ; the 
Feuds and ( (.attrition, Sin and Mif chief that it 
has occafi-wd. — Of this, I hope, 1 am a 
mournful Speclardt -, And it has made me 
fundry times ready to take up that Wifh, Oh 
that I hid Wings like a Dove ! And I mult 
freely declare, that Ulook upon that Spirit 
of Party and Divifion that is reigning among 
us, to be a forer Judgment of GOD upon us, 
than the D ffc niper which has fo diltrefs'd us. 
But yet, 1 am far from thinking that the 
Badnefi of the thing in k*l felt is to be argu'd 
or inferd fiun this hffeft of it. For does. 

not 
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not the fame Effeft attend many other things 
unqueitionably ^i in themfel*es * fuch as 
the building of Houfes for the Worfhip of 
COD, the Choice of Miniflers, and of Perfons 
to Jerve in the State, &c > Nay, the very 
preaching of the Gofpel in the World, tho > 
it be the Gofpel of hade; and the Gofpel of 
Salvation too, hasbeen,and is, accidentally, thro* 
the Corruption of Mens hearts, and under the 
influence of the envious Enemy of Mankind, 
the Occaiion of all this { according as our 
Saviour has foretold that it would be, fay- 
ing as Mat. 10. 34, 3 5. Think not that I am 
come to fend Peace on Earth .-. / came not to fend 
Peace but a Sword, lor I am come to fet a Man 
at variance againfihis Father, and the Daughter 
tgainft her Mother, and the Daughter-in-law 
again [i her Mother-in-law. And a Mans joes 
Jhall be they of his own houfe. 

Some frame anObjeclionagainit thisPracfice 
from the Decrees of GOD. They fay that 
GOD has frcdetemnnd and jixcd the Period of 
every ones lije,be\or.d vibtcb nothing Jhall protratt 
it •, fo that if this time be- come Inoculation will 
not favc the Pa fins life. But this Argument 
may as well be urg'd againit the Uie of all 
J7'v/fc/fc,nay even of J-iwAas againit thisPracf ice. 
I truly believe, a> my Bible teaches me, that 
GOD has fix'd the Period or every ones life ; 
but J alio believe that He has done it with a 
Rrgird to Second fanfis, ^r rhat Couife of Na- 
ture which He has dubfilrd 3 the tnd and 

Means 
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Means are deter mind together. He that has 
fix'd in His own Counfei how long we lhall 
live, has alfo derermin'd that by fuch and 
fuch means our lives fhall be continu'd to that 
""Period of rime. And how does any one know, 
but this is to bs the appointed Means, of their 
Prefervation in life \ 

Some have ask'd Whether we could ajf^re 
them their lives in this Way I It is it range 
that any fhouid put the Queftion ! When 
.there is none can give the Affurance of this 
yiot in the meft innocent and com-mon Means 
that are every day made ufe of : Why then 
fhou'd they demand.it in this ? I know of 
one who died under a Vomit. Anotber,whom 
I alfo knew, died by pulling .out a Tooth j 
the bleeding at the Gums after the Extraction 
of the Tooth could not be ltopt, and in a few 
hours he died. And for my own part, as much 
as I am now for Inoculation, I am not at all 
fhy to fay, that a Perfon may mifcarry under 
it: For GOD is So vereign, and will keep us 
in a dependance upon Him in the ufe of all 
Means. But if it be fafe under the common 
Blejjing of GOD, that is fufficient to warrant 
me to venture upon it, when there is Occa- 
fion. Nay, if one in an hundred fhouid die 
in this way, while there is Demonjlration fas 
there then would be) that it is ten times as 
fafe as the common way of infection. This, I 
humbly conceive, would be fufficient to juitijy 
my going into it : Tho' I mult confefs, in this 
particular, I-was once of another mind. 

But 
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But fuppofc.l fiou'd die in the way of Ino- 
culation, would it not met he a dying hour very 
dark to me, to think that I us y d weans to bring 
it 'upon my f elf? This is a Queftion I mult 
confefs, has been the mdft <jjjeflin% to me, 
of any that have related to this matter. But 
after the molt ferious confiderarion I have 
beftow'd upon it, I thus think • " If a Perfori 
fhould die under Inoculation, he dies in the 
Ufeof the molt likely means, he knew of, to 
fave his life in a time of common peril • he 
dies then in the Way of Duty, and/0 in GOD's 
Way : If the Bleffing is deny'd, he muft hum- 
bly refign this his frail life unto the GOD of 
it, Looking for the Mercy of our Lord fefusChrift 
unto Eternal Life. 

There is one thing more faid againft this 
Practice, which lam loth to rake Notice of, 
becaufe of the of it ; but it being fo fre- 
quently in the Mouths of People, I cannot but 
name it. Tis this, that it is originally from 
theDevi/. Sure this is the effect ofTranJpdrifiiL 
I will return a better anfwer to it than it de- 
fer ves. If it be a Method of Safety, and a 
Benefit to Mankind, as hitherto it appears to 
be, how came the Devil to he the Author of 
it? Was he ever a penefatlor to Mankind. > 
No : But he is a Murderer from the beginning. 
Every Age of the World produces feme new 
and ufeful Difcoveries in one Profeflion, Arc 
and Science or another: And, if this Difco- 

vervr. 
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very be referv'd for our Day, why fhould \% 
not be accepted in a 1/ places imth all Thankful- 
nefs? In a word,I cannot but think, its Ori- 
ginal derivd eliewhere, becauie my Bible 
teaches me that every good & per] eel Gijt 
comes down from the Father of Lights. 

A s to that Obje&ion of the danger of others 
catching the Diitemper of the Inoculated, 
there needs only this to be faid ; That as 'tis 
to be fuppos'd, the Praftife will not be gone 
into till the danger of Infection becomes com- 
mon in a place,ib there, may be Methods eafily 
taken' to prevent its hazarding others that 
can't yet come into it. And I think there 
ought to be a prudent Care in this refpeci. 

Thus, my friend. I have freely given you 
my Tho'ts about this Practice lb muchfpolicn 
againfi'. I mult now leave you to judge for 
your felf ^ praying GOD to Jhew you bis Way. 
If you come into the Practice, I know you 
will not do it in carnal Security i for that may ' 
provoke GOD to deny the Bleifing. And, if 
GOD pleafe to give it the deiir'd Succefs, 
tfou'i religioufly give Glory to Him, not only 
For delivering you from Death, but for faving 
you from fuch a bed of Corruption, as others 
have many wcarijome days and nights appointed 
them in j you'l think your felf the more ob- 
liged to thank and praife your kind Pbyfician, 
(I mean the G/wr One) who has wro't your 
Cure by fo gentle a Method. 
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I have no more to add but my Prayers, that 
you and I may be made meet for, and, in 
GOD's time, bro't fafe to, that World where 
there (hall be no mere Sicknefs, nor any morf 
Death i where Sin, and all the peVial Confa- 
quences of it, fhall be done away for ever. 

I am, 

Your hearty Friend & Servant* 

ttofton, Novemh. 
3.0th. 17x1* 
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